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see with a series of metropolitans stretching
back to the seventh century. In truth, there
had been no Welsh Church, but only four (once
five) sees in an anomalous position, loyal to the
best of their ability to the general system of
the Church, but with many interesting pecu-
liarities. These in the course of the Middle
Ages were levelled'down, and in their worship,
as well as in their organization and manner
of endowment, the Welsh dioceses were
assimilated to the English pattern.

It remains to say a word on the general
impression that the age, which ends about
1250, leaves upon the mind. It is one of
extraordinary contrasts. We find through-
out very good and very bad men side by side
in the high places of the Church, and neither
surprised at the neighbourhood of the other.
It is taken for granted that the contrast is in
the natural course of things. There is no
uniform standard, none of that modern
respectability, which levels up, and perhaps
also levels down. There is no standard
because there is no uniform public opinion
or steady government. On the side of good,
this allows a freedom of self-development
which attains to the highest points of saint-
liness and moral beauty. On the side of
evil, this lack of governance may be com-